If we compare the earlier literature of such a subject as gout, or indigestion, or liver disease, with that which treats of the diseases of the important organs by which circulation and respiration are maintained, we are struck with the comparative meagreness of the latter. And although, since the discovery of Laennec, a new stimulus has been given to the investigation of all thoracic disease, yet the Lungs have benefited by this much more than the Heart. It is indeed true that the admirable talent for observation with which Laennec was gifted, which displayed itself no less in his zealous prosecution of morbid anatomy than in his investigation of the signs and symptoms of disease, enabled him to present to the profession a vast material for future writers ; but still, judging by what has been since accomplished, he has left more to be done by his successors in the investigation of diseases of the heart than in those of the lungs.
Of late years our knowledge of the pathology of this important class of diseases has undoubtedly been advanced, and several points of doubt and difficulty have been cleared away; but still it can scarcely be said that our knowledge of these diseases is complete; indeed it is scarcely equal to that which we possess on many of much less importance.
Before the time of Lancisi heart affections seem to have attracted but little attention, and he first pointed out the fact, subsequently pursued with his accustomed zeal and caution by Morgagni, viz. , that many affections of the breathing, formerly attributed to disease of the lungs, or to asthma, were in reality due to affections of the heart. About the time of Morgagni (1749) , Senac published the first separate treatise " On the Diseases of the Heart."
The method of percussion originally introduced to the profession by Avenbrugger, though soon presented to the world through the medium of a French translation of the original work, never attracted much attention until the publication, in 1811, by Corvisart, of his work on the heart, in which, while specially directing attention to that means of diagnosis, he exhibited particularly the results which it had accomplished in his hands. To him we are indebted for the foundation of much of our present information on pericarditis and contraction of the valvular orifices; and his treatise first awakened attention to a class of affections to which the subsequent investigations of Bertin (1822), Testa (1823) , Burns and Kreysig (1814) (13.) That we cannot distinguish between endocarditis affecting the right side of the heart and that of the left cavities."? (Pp. 107, 108.) In the few pages which are devoted by Dr Stokes to myocarditis we do not find much that is new. His remarks on polypi in the heart are meagre in the extreme, and far behind our present information. An interesting case is given of a coagulum following an attack of arteritis, and filling the common iliac and the greater part both of the external and internal iliacs.
Two important subjects are referred to in the Appendix? ls?, Doubling of the sounds of the heart, on which Dr Stokes has the following remarks :? cases of a different kind. It may be observed in nervous and chlorotic patients; and I have lately found it in the case of a man very far advanced in life,'who was labouring under the symptoms of Peripneumonia Notha. It is, then, clearly only an indication of a special form of disturbance of the action of the heart. What its origin may be is difficult to declare ; but that it is to be attributed to valvular rather than to muscular action appears more than probable. The greater frequency of its occurrence with the second sound, and the fact recorded in the last case of its disappearance in the erect position, seem to point to this conclusion. I do not know of any condition which would be adequate to explain the occurrence in question, except a want of synchronism in the action of the pulmonary and systemic portions of the heart,"? (P. 119.) 2d, Purulent cysts in the heart.?Dr Stokes inclines to the doctrine that " coagula being formed from whatever cause, they become purulent, owing to the existence of a pyogenic diathesis," although he does not altogether set aside the view of Prof. Smith, which regards them as the result of a true cardiac phlebitis. 
